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Charitable Foundation Ecopravo-Lviv

Mr. A. Andrusevych, Executive director

2 Krushelnitska Str.

79000 Lviv, Ukraine

Ref. 04882

August 9, 2004

Re: Letter Expressing Concern About Ukraine Violation of the Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River

Dear Mr. Andrusevych,

I am writing a further response to your correspondence to the ICPDR regarding your notification to us about the Ukraine violation of the Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River in connection with the dredging works being carried out in the Bystroe Canal at the mouth of the Danube River.

We appreciate greatly your letter an your detailed commentary contained in the complaint you have registered. We would like to inform you that the ICPDR is very concerned about this project and the possible environmental effects it may have both in the Danube river and the Black Sea ecosystem. We are also very concerned about he implications of the project related to the Danube River Protection Convention. In particular the provisions  of the Danube River Protection Convention require exchange of information on planned “activities, which for reason of their character, are likely to cause transboundary impact”. For this reason we have taken a number of action which we would like to communicate to you at this time. 

As you may be aware, the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River passed a resolution at it December 2003 Ordinary meeting, expressing concern about this project and requesting information from Ukraine about the possible environmental impacts. A copy the resolution is attached.

This initial response of the ICPDR was followed by a letter, in early June, requesting a stop to the dredging until international review and discussion of the environmental impacts, as required by the Danube River Protection Convention, had occurred. In mid July, our President Catherine Day and myself have held a meeting with the Deputy Foreign Minister of Ukraine about this issue. Ms. Day participated in the meeting both in her capacity as representative of the European Commission and as President of the ICPDR. It was agreed at that meeting that information about the project and the environmental impacts would be made available to the ICPDR for expert review. Some documents have been provided to both the ICPDR and to the European Commission. We asked again at that time for the project to stop until such time as these documents could be assessed. To our knowledge this has not been the case.

In addition, assessment of the documents by the ICPDR Secretariat revealed that they were not sufficient to judge environmental impacts and to meet provisions of information exchange under the Convention. This information was communicated to the ICPDR President who, in her capacity as director General of Environment for the European Commission, helped formulate a written communication for the European Commissioner for Environment requesting additional information. We are still waiting for a response to this letter.

In conclusion, I would like to state that we share your concern about this project and the failure to fully meet the information exchange obligations under the Danube River Protection Convention. For this reason we continue to try to secure the appropriate dialogue and exchange of information with Ukraine and will be discussing this issue and future actions with the Contracting Parties to the Convention during the Standing Working Group meeting of ICPDR to be held in September.

We would appreciate your keeping us informed about new developments related to this project and appreciate your communication to us on this matter.

Sincerely,
signed
Philip Weller

ICPDR Executive Secretary 
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