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Strong reasons make strong actions

William Shakespeare

Stronger organization for strong actions

In 2016 EPL continued its work towards strengthening the analytical capacity of the organization
by holding regular training for EPL staff and regularly engaging in policy analysis. The policy analysis
training took the form of personal meetings with EPL staff in Lviv and Kyiv. Office and staff of both
the Lviv and Kyiv office were involved in the training process via EPL's video conferencing system.
The training process invloved the combination of enhancing theoretical knowledge accompanied by
actual policy development and implementation.

Working to strengthen the analytical capacity of the organization, EPL developed the guide on
policy analysis that enumerates types of analytical documents and their functions and
characteristics. The guide also gives a general overview of public policy as a complex, dynamic and
interactive system, that establish important preconditions of accomplishing real reforms that result in
needed change. The theory of change is the primary philosophy that motivates EPL to undertake
professional policy analysis and implementation that can lead to real change.

EPLO6sSs executive director and amadeismdy vidiet@atdink tahks a n a |
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. These study visits were very important and helpful for strengthening all

aspects of EPL's analytical work including that directed at quality of policy research, communication,
advocacy and institutional development. EPL representatives visited three think tanks: GEA,
Analitika and SEEChange Net. They shared their experience in the procedure of selecting staff,

issues for research, methods of research, peculiarities of implementing full cycles of policy analysis

with special focus on work with stakeholders, approaches to quality control of policy documents, and

tools of communication and advocating in development of policy documents.

EPL also worked on improving and strengthening of its communication capacity and
increased visibility in an important precondition of effective functioning of the organization.

On 17-19 December 2016, EPL conducted training sessions on strategic planning, that included
presentations in PREZI and techniques of public speaking. Because EPL was involved in developing

a new strategic plan for 2017-2019, it was crucial for the organization to train staff on the methods

of strategic pl annof-thnlye amalx @l wiosiserek dfoudr gani zat
skills of making presentations in PREZI are very important, particularly for creating presentations of
analytical products. It is important for EPL staff's ability to develop and use professional quality skills

of oral presentation in order to make effective presentations in court rooms, at meetings of various
working groups of which EPL is a member, and at meetings with government authorities,
communities and other stakeholders.
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Importantly, EPL launched a series of public events hosted by the Ukrainian Crisis Media Center
that highlighted crucial issues and delivered EPL's perspectives to a wide audience.
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In 2016, EPL cooperated with 43 media including national, regional and local radio and TV
companies and newspapers. Importantly, EPL signed a memorandum of cooperation with Star
Light Media Group. EPL plans to organize a national information campaign to raise environmental
awareness of Ukrainians.

EPL also significantly increased its presence

post have generated up to 6200 repost.s E P L 0 s-siteedeives up to 3000 visits a week.

I't is important to emphasize EPLGS success in
and international NGOs and authorities. As a member of the Reanimation Package of Reforms
initiative, EPL was able to participate in several advocacy campaigns aimed at promoting
governmental transparency and accountability, and addvancing anticorruption activities. In autumn
2016, EPL joined two working groups on waste management and ecoproducts at European
Environmental Bureau ("EEB"). EEB is the biggest European network of environmental NGOs. EPL
became a member EEB working groups focusing on developing the new National Strategy of Waste
Management (subgroup 1 on electronic and electric waste, subgroup 2 on municipal waste and
subgroup 3 on agricultural waste). These working groups seek to address issues of decentralization
in the field of environmental protection, management of protected areas, protection of protected

areas from adverse impact of military actions, manag e ment of the nati onal

and reformation of the State Environmental Inspectorate. Importantly, EPL became a member of
the anticorruption committee of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. That membership facilitates
pr omot i on anticbrrugfdh lindiatives, including advancement of government transparency
through the launch of an electronic system providing public access to environmental information.

Strategic litigation

Strategic litigation remains among the key legal tools of attaining systematic changes. By focusing
on establishing important court precedents, changing regulatory base and practice, raising overall
awareness of socially important environmental issues, strategic litigation paves the way for
i mpl ement at i on Joektabiskrg ¢he rulenaf lavsfor environmental protection.

In 2016, EPL handled 30 court cases and won 6 cases.
Promoting access to information

In spite of rather progressive Ukrainian legislation on public access to government information, in
practice access to environmental information is often hindered and needs enforcement.

On 24 February 2016,theLvi v Ci rcuit Administrative Courst
Mykolayiv regional administration of water resources. The court found unlawful the refusal of the
administration to provide EPL with requested information contained in water quality analysis reports
(2-tp), This court decision was important in confirming the government's responsibility to be open
and transparent. Ensuring access to such information is very important because conceived
information can mean damage to human health or even life.

Reports on use of water are submitted by respondents (enterprises/companies) that intake water
from or dump water into natural water bodies. Such reports indicate the amount of polluted water
that is dumped into water bodies without purification or with insufficient purification. Information in
such reports show whether (and in what concentrations) harmful substances are present in the
water and therefore can reach private water wells and sources of drinking water adversely impacting
human health.
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In 2014, Mykolayiv communalenterpr i se fAMykol ayi vvodokanal 06 r-efus

tp forms on the ground that the requested information was classified as "confidential" statistical
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information.In court, EPL proved its position that the requested information is environmental, and
thus cannot be classified as confidential and withheld from the public. Also, in the course of the court
hearing the State Water Agency of Ukraine that was the third party in the case on behalf of the

defendant fully recognized the suit requirementsand accepted EPLG6s positio
EPLG6s I|litigation experience that pubI|BPkis aopefuh or i f

that, in the future, this court decision will stop the practice of withholding from the public information
on water quality that the law mandates be available to citizens. Moreover, disclosure of such
information will help ensure access public access to information on water quality and, in turn, assist
in prevention of possible adverse impacts of water pollution.

Enforcement of access to information possessed by the Ministry of Environment of Ukraine

EPL worked to insure publication of conclusions of an environmental impact assessment ("EIA")
prepared by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resourceso f Ukr ai ne. Fol |
to the ombudsman, the authorized representative of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on Human
Rights issued a Protocol focusing on administrative violations committed by the director of the
department of environmental safety and waste management of the Ministry. The director had failed
to reply to EPL 06 sthati soufjht aceass toidecamemtsecgntai@isgt the conclusions
of environmental impact assessments. Under the pressure applied by EPL the EIA conclusions were
published online at http://www.menr.gov.ua/expertyza/vysnovky .

Other cases on access to information were aimed to open access to product sharing
agreements, project documentation on construction of animal raising farms, and other
important environmental information.

Protection of protected areas

This play on words reflects the need for the actual protection of Ukrainian natural areas ostensibly
protected by law but not in fact because of failure of oversight and enforcement.

The National NaturePar k fABbhtsyhadwght EPL O sasitavassied lty the State
Financial Inspectorate for assumingly unlawful funding of security service of the park. The park was
obliged to pay hundreds thousand of UAH because it does not have the ownership certificate for the
l and. However, EPLOsSs | awyers proved that the
naturalparkand t he Presi dentds Ordinance on creat:i
of the land by the park. EPL provided legal assistance to the lawyer and administration of the park
and the court ruled in favor of the park. The court ruling became an important precedent as it helped
other protected areas to solve this problem with the State Financial Inspectorate. The same situation
was with the Verkhovynskyi National Nature Park, where EPL also helped the park to win the case
using the same legal model.

Nati onal Nature Park ATuzl ovski Il ymanyo

The national park needs legal protection because of many issues related to attempts to capture the
land of the park, poaching etc. Because the park has great natural resources, the role of the director
in managing these resources is very important. Thus, EPL worked to solve the problem with the
procedure of appointing directors of national nature parks. On behalf of the local Tatarbunary NGO
"Renaissance”, EPL filed a suit demanding the development of the regulation on the competition for
managers of protected areas.

Holosiyivskyi National Nature Park is located in the vicinity of Kyiv and is home to unique flora and
fauna. The Bychok tract belongs to the national park, and it is a particular valuable area of ripe oak
forests. As detected by EPL, part of the Bychok tract lands (2,6 ha) was leased by Kyiv city council
to AAvesta Budo Ltd for a construction proje
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http://www.menr.gov.ua/expertyza/vysnovky

because of active civil protests. EPL filed a lawsuit to challenge this decision as a complementary
measure to active protests of local residents and environmentalists.

iTar ut ystepolNgtiral Reserve

EPL reacted with a law suit to the fact that valuable Tarutyno steppe was ploughed by militaries
without any permission from the administration of the reserve. EPL demands that the company that
actually ploughed the steppe bears legal responsibility for this and restores the steppe to its original
condition.

Therefore, strategic litigation helped us to get environmental information and importantly to teach
business and authorities that environmental information should be open and cannot be made secret.
It helped us to preserve territories of protected areas and in this way preserve valuable biodiversity.
Also, it helped us to get the experience of successful fight and establish effective and long-lasting
cooperation with various stakeholders who gained their belief in victory of the good.

Building new environmental policy

Turning Afull policy cycleo theory into practice

Practicing full cycle of policy analysisi s what makes EPLG6s approach d
policy building.

Having developed that model of the new system of environmental governance in Ukraine, EPL
started the process of advocating it as this is exactly what the Ukrainian society needs so urgently.

On 25 February 2016, at the inauguration ceremony of Anna Yaroslavna Collegium think tank, EPL
presented the concept of reformation of the system of environmental governance in Ukraine. This
was a remarkable event because EPL presented a completely new intellectual product i a policy
agenda. Currently when the Ukrainian government is accused of slow pace of reforms and actual
efforts are very sporadic and unsystematic, developing complete models of reforms in specific fields
is of paramount importance for moving the Ukrainian society towards true changes.

On 25 May 2016, EPL held consultations with stakeholders regarding development of a new system
of management in the field of environmental protection and rational use of natural resources.
Listening to and taking account of positions of various stakeholders is a crucial component of full
cycle of policy analysis that ensures completeness and relevance of the analysis results.
The goal of the discussion was to identify the positions of stakeholders on the new policy on
environmental governance in Ukraine to prevent social tension through such changes.
The new system of environmental governance was developed based on the analysis of the systems
of environmental governance in Sweden, France, Canada, Poland and Australia.
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The model of the new system of environmental %mwm
governance was presented in the policy paper: "ol'f"::}l':fy"c‘&gig?;‘::ﬁ;ﬂ »
ANUKr ai ne of t he Fut u rcrmsere pUCTAHHR NpUp pecypcie
Environmental Protection and Sustainable Use of =

Natur al Resourceso.

AHAAITHHHUA AOKYMEHT

In 2016, EPL submitted its proposals to the concept of reformation of the State Environmental
Inspectorate of Ukraine. As an expert organization in these fields, EPL was addressed by
representatives of ICITAP Regional Program Office of the US Department of Justice with the
proposal to take part in the discussion of the proposal of the Ministry of Environment for the reform
of the State Environmental Inspectorate. EPL participated in the meeting and the US Department of
Justice asked EPL for advisory assistance in the process of development of the concept of
ref ormation and r e teandrasalytical doculEdnts.6 s exper t i

EPL made a profound analysis of the problems in forest sector in Ukraine and started development
of Green paper and White paper for reformation of the forest sector. The consultations with
stakeholders were conducted in the form of round table discussions, meetings with and trainings for
local communities and authorities.

On 21 October, the round table discussion entit]
corrupti onia LvivwaTke rduedl table was attended by wide spectrum of stakeholders
including the leadership of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources of Lviv Regional
State Administration, Lviv Regional Forest and Hunting Administration, State Environmental
Inspect orate in Lviv region, state enterprise " Hal
Lviv region, State Specialized Forest Protection Enterprise "Lvivlisozahyst", scientists of the Institute

of Ecology of the Carpathians, the National Forestry University of Ukraine, representatives of NGOs.

The participants of the round table stressed the importance of the environmental aspects of forestry,
including the transition to the natural-style forestry management, stoppage of continuous sanitary
felling. The participants noted the need for cooperation between the public, scientists, foresters,
government officials to end violations in the forest sector and forest conservation. The results of the
roundtable were used for developing proposals for regulatory changes and writing Green paper and
White paper on forest preservation.

On 11 November 2016, the round table discussion on the same topic was held in Kyiv to discuss the
problems of forest sectors with stakeholders from central part of Ukraine.
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Also, in December 2016 EPL commented Lviv Complex Environmental Program for 2017-2022 and
EPLOS comments and proposals were taken into acc

In 2016, EPL worked on the following analytical documents:

1. Ukraine of the Future: A new policy in the sphere of environmental protection and
sustainable usage of natural resources. Analytical document.

2. Green paper AProblems of |l egal responsibilit:)
solutionso Green paper ANew policy lonprsoutpeecrtvii

3. Green paper fAProblems of control over the stez¢

4. White paper ASupervision in the field of envirc

5. White paper ACreation of the model ofhmehf ééct.i

6. Green paper on forest sector management in Ukraine

7. White paper on forest sector management in Ukraine

Effective environmental legislation

For EPL the year of 2016 was under the auspice of two crucially important draft laws - on
environmental impact assessment (EIA) and strategic environmental assessment (SEA).g
EPL continued active advocacy of the draft laws, co-author of which EPL is.

Introduction in Ukraine of the European style institute of environmental impact assessment has been
onUkrai ne 6 s a g e naldacade.olhis iopvirearily due to international obligations of Ukraine
within the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters (the Aarhus Convention) and the Convention on Environmental
Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (the Espoo Convention), the Protocol concerning
the accession of Ukraine to the Treaty establishing the Energy Community and the EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement.
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The EIA draft law complies with the best European traditions of this legal institute and ensures long-
awaited proper implementation in Ukraine of the Aarhus and Espoo Conventions as well as the
Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on assessment of the effects of certain public
and private projects on the environment. It is important to emphasize detailed and clear provisions
of the draft law regarding public participation in the process of impact assessment. The document
envisages procedures of timely, adequate and effective notifying of the public about impact
assessment; ensuring free access of the public to all information on the planned activity; the
procedure of public discussion; maintaining the Unified register of environmental impact assessment
accessible via the Internet.

In February 2016, the Committee on Environmental Policy of the Parliament of Ukraine gave a
positive conclusion on the draft law on EIA.
After unsuccessful voting on 19 May 2016, the organization worked a lot with stakeholders to clarify

their positions, identify concerns and finalize the draft laws so that the interests of stakeholders are
fully taken into account.
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On 12 July 2016, the EIA and SEA laws were adopted in the first reading.

On 4 October 2016, the Parliament of Ukraine voted for key environmental laws - the EIA and SEA

Laws and the law on integrated management of water objectst hat have been on t
European integration agenda in the field of environmental protection for several years. The adoption

of these laws was welcome by Ukrainian and European experts and civil society because they are

the first environmental laws that have been developed to fully implement provisions of the relevant

EU directives.

However, on 31 October 2016, the President of Ukraine vetoed the EIA and SEA laws issuing non-
specific and ungrounded proposals to the laws. In general the comments formulated by the President
demonstrate that the logic of the procedure and the substance of EIA have not been understood
properly including in the context of the relevant EU procedures. Also, the vetoes were imposed in
violation of the timeframes established by the Constitution of Ukraine. The law envisages a 15-day
period for the President to release meaningful and specific proposals. The fact that the proposals
were to be released on 28™ October but in fact were released on 315t October we consider to be
another violation.
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EPL organized unprecedented advocacy campaign both on the national and international level to
promote enactment of these particularly important for Ukraine laws. EPL continues the campaign
and puts great efforts to attain tangible results.

EPL was involved into commenting and advocacy of the draft law on implementation of integrated
management of water objects that introduced principles of the Water Framework Directive into
Ukrainian legislation. On 4 October, it was adopted at the law 1641-VIIl. For further implementation
of the provisions of the law EPL developed a typical provision of a basic council.

Over the reporting period EPL lawyers analyzed and commented 22 laws and draft laws including
the following:

On Amending Laws oft hekiPaiome dRe gulodt iGeg ti ng |

On Administrative Serviceso;

n Permit System in the Area of Economic Acti

On Court Application Feebo

On Wasteo

On Amending the Legislation Regulating the
asaResultof Chornobyl Catastropheo.

- Legislation on land

- draft law on packaging and waste packaging

- AOn amending the | egislation of Ukraine on
i ssueso

- Draft law on deregulation

1
Ot 3Ot D O ) e 1

Advocating protection of the environment a nd
environmental rights

EPL invests great efforts and time into empowering communities and individual citizens with
consultations on various environmental issues. This is a tool of capacity building of communities
and overall strengthening of Ukrainian civil society.

The survey EPL conducted among its clients shows that 50,5 % of clients regularly address EPL
for advisory assistance.

The | evel of clientsd6d satisfaction with EPLO6s se
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Satisfaction of EPL's clients with advisory services they get

\
<

= 100%

= 81-90%

= 61-80%
0-20%

= 41-60%

= 21-40%

Advisory assistance to civil society

Strengthening capacity of local communities and individuals for protection of their environmental
rights is crucial for mobilizing people to stand up for their rights and for overall strengthening of the
Ukrainian civil society.

EPL provided advisory assistance to NGOs, citizens and authorities on the following issues:

- protection of environmental educational centers for children;

- omissions of local authorities regarding funding river deepening works in Odesa region;
- legal regulations of greenery maintenance in cities;

- legal regulation of amber extraction;

- registration of new NGOs;

- labour legislation for staff of environmental educational centers;

- protection of environmental activists;

- pollution of soils with unpurified waste water in Zhovkva district;

- procedure of getting ownership right for animals;

- procedure of expropriation animals from beggars;

- allocation of land lots for water reserves;

- contamination of drinking water sources with untreated waste water;

- inspection of legality of tree cutting in cities and towns;

- disposal of dry vegetation;

- devastation of the lake Kachyne in Kyiv;

- air pollution in Obolond district in Kyiv,;
- illegal construction of a landfill near Dnistrovskyi water reservair;

- spills of acid tars in Hrybovyshi landfill;

- segregation of hazardous waste (batteries, lumiscenet lamps).

In overall, over the reporting period 205 consultations were provided by EPL staff during personal
meetings and electronically. Al so, EPL expanded writt ersitetcoonakeul t a
the consulting process less time consuming.

11



EPL ANNUAL REPORT&0

Moreover, EPL created web-sites for 4 organizations: EcoPravo-Kyiv , Vidrodzennia, the Institute of

Econology, Luhansk legal protection group.

We see our work on the grass-root level as a big advantage and possibility to learn about problems
from the first hand. It is very inspiring to get positive feedback from our clients whose well-being is

our priority.

W
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Advocacy campaigns

Saving the Dniester river

At the end of 2015, EPL got to know about plans to construct 6 hydro power plants on the Dniester
river, which would seriously harm the whole ecosystem of the river basin. Importantly, there are three
national natural parks in the area allocated for the construction and industrial development would
seriously impact the biodiversity of the region. EPL started an intensive information and advocacy
campaign to stop these plans. As a result, at the end of December 2015, Ivano-Frankivsk regional
council declared a ban on construction of hydro power plants in the region; the same decision was
adopted by Ternopil regional council in March 2016.

Helping protected areas

I n January 2016, EPLOG6s envi r on neeOstavskyigasere wheies t s
they detected that local population is denied access to lakes and there illegally functions a resort.

EPL lawyers made necessary inquiries, analyzed documents, submitted complaints. The problem

was given wide publicity through journalistic investigation and active media coverage including
press-conferences. As a result of this advocacy campaign the free access to lakes was restored.
Alongside with this, the work towards creation of the Nobelskyi National Nature Park was
activated: a local activists group was created, the issue was raised at the meeting of Rivhe Regional
Council, two forest management units have already given their consent for creation of the national

park.

EPL worked towards promotion of creation of Dniprovsko-Deshianskyi National Natural Park, in
particular EPL experts prepared materials for maps, drafted letters, provided consultative assistance
to Chernihiv regional administration.

Also, because of the war and the need to intensify training of military forces, numerous objects of
protected areas are adversely impacted. For example, t he Nat i onal Nature Pa
s a n dsuftered from military trainings where trees were illegally cut and soils damaged. With this

regard EPL appealed to the General Prosecutordé s O 6f Ukralmewith a request to initiate criminal
proceedings and conduct calculation of damage to the territory of the natural reserve fund through
mechanical destruction, contamination of soils with products of explosions and unauthorized use of

land. EPL conducted a wide information campaign, held negotiations with the Ministry of Defence of
Ukraine and managed to stop military trainings in the national natural park.

EPL learned that a group of unknown persons who call themselves "Excursion auto, motorcycle
tours in the Carpathians”, planned in the period of 20-25 August 2016 to conduct a massive
motorcycling race on the territory of the Carpathian Biosphere Reserve. EPL informed the
administration of the Carpathian Biosphere Reserve about these plans that strengthened the
protection of the reserve, organized a media campaign and in this way prevented this barbarian act.

Moreover, EPL prepared and submitted to Lviv Regional Council expert stipulation of the importance

of creatingt he r eser ve fBi |ootheoutskktaof Laie Which was also an attempt to
prevent storage of solid domestic waste in this naturally valuable area. EPL also proposed the
creatonof ABi |l ohorska dolynao reserve in Lvi2@22 80 mpl
a result, Lviv city council adopted the resolution #1346 of 26.12.2016 that prohibits in Bilohorshcha

areas any activities related to waste storage and processing and obliges the environmental
depart ment of Lviv city council to ensure creat
relevant funding in the city budget for 2017. Residents of Bilohorshcha area submitted a stipulation
regarding establishment of the reserve to the Ministry of Environment of Ukraine and the Ministry

gave its approval.
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Workshop on preservation of natural reserve fund of Polissia

On June 14-15, 2016 in the village of Lyubeshiv, the National Nature Park "Pripyat-Stokhid" together
with "Environment-People-Law" and "The World Around Us" NGO held a regional workshop "Sharing
experiences  of institutions of natural reserve fund of Western  Polissia”.
The workshop was attended by representatives of 7 institutions of natural reserve fund of Ukraine,
staff of Pripyat National Nature Park (Belarus) and a representative of Wild World Fund (WWF) in
Ukraine. Participants of the workshop considered various issues of functioning of institutions of
natural reserve fund, analyzed the best practices in the field of recreation, environmental education,
interaction with the public and with the local population. The results of the workshop were reflected
in the proposals for improving the Ilegal framework and in training materials.

Also, participants of the workshop declared it important to develop cooperation between institutions
of natural reserve fund of Polissia through the implementation of joint research, educational and
recreational activities in order to preserve natural systems of Polissia and improve the efficiency of
protected areas.

Hryboivychi landfill

For many years, EPL has been working to stimulate regional and city authorities to work actively to
address the problem of Hrybovytchi landfill. In May 2016, the tragedy on the landfill took lives of four
people, but even after that the authorities were very slow in search of solutions of waste problem in
Lviv. Thus, EPL worked to give impetus to the responsible authorities, local governments to move
from promises to real steps. EPL was the first to organize open dialogue of all stakeholders by
organizing a press conference, issuing regular information releases, organizing meetings with
affected communities of local authorities.

The tragedy at Hrybovyshi landfill unveiled the depth of the problem with waste in Lviv and in Ukraine
in general. The main cause of the problem is lack of strategic vision of handling waste on the national
and regional levels. EPL has been working for years to stimulate regional and national authorities to
think systematically about establishing an effective European system of waste management in
Ukraine. After the tragedy in Hrybovychi EPL worked both with the regional and municipal authorities
providing expertise and promoting adoption of systematic decisions. Under pressure from EPL Lviv
municipality resubmitted to the Ministry of Regional Development the Complex project of solving the
problem with solid domestic waste in Lviv. The first version was submitted in February 2016 and in
the second version submitted on 21 June 2016 the emphasis was put on addressing the problem
with Hrybovychi landfill.

EPL prepared several policy statements and actions plans for Lviv Regional State Administration
and Lviv city council on ways to address the waste collapse in Lviv region. Importantly, EPL was
included into the Commission of Lviv Regional State Administration focusing on selection of an
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investor for construction of a waste incineration plant in Lviv region and performing complex
measures to ensure effective waste management in Lviv region. EPL commented the tender
documentation for selection of an investomMowand
EPL works on a regular basis in the commission at the Regional State Administration that is in charge
of procurement procedures for developers of the new system of waste management in Lviv region.

Anot her example of successful EPLO6s advocacy ac
garbage press and garbage storage in Shevchenko St. in Lviv. In November 2016, Lviv city council
announced a tender for installing the press for garbage and storing garbage in the city while the
current legislation prohibits any storage of garbage closer than 1 km from the city line. Two weeks
after EPLG6s eff ect i vecgcampaifnevimaty counail caacelldd the tenderc a

Thanks to EPLG6s advocacy activities, the organi z
for protection of environment al rights of citize
process of adopting the decision by Nadvirna city council to construct a landfill in the territory of
Nazyvyziv village. After a series of EPLOS expe
council of Nazyvyziv adopted the decision to prohibit construction of the landfill in the village.

Towards sustainable development of animal raising industry

Adverse impact of pig farms functioning on the environment and human health has become a serious
problem countrywide. EPL received numerous requests for legal help from communities in Poltava,
Ternopil, Lviv, lvano-Frankivsk, Zhytomyr regions. Pig farmers violate environmental norms and
build farms too close to residential areas, do not install purification facilities and manure pollutes
agricultural fields. People suffer because of polluted drinking water, unbearable stench and health
problems (asthma, allergies etc) that they develop as a result of the pollution.

Among other affected communities, EPL provide legal advisory to several local communities in
Ivano-Frankivsk region that suffer from adverse impact on the environment of pig farms that were
constructed by Danish company fiDanoshabo. Because
the World Bank, it initiated the process of mediation between local communities and Danosha
company and EPL lead local communities through this process. The main demand of the local
communities was construction of a water pipe as they cannot use water from their wells because of
its contamination by farming waste. Also, because the farms are located in the area contaminated
with hexachlorobenzene, EPL studied cumulative impact on the environment of the two factors: pig
farms and hexachlorobenzene. EPL filed numerous complaints to local authorities demanding to
provide local residents with clean drinking water. Leaflets about threats to the environment and
human health caused by pig farms were produced and disseminated by EPL to inform other
neighboring communities about hazards they may face if investors decided to build more pig farming
facilities in their villages.

At the end of 2016, EPL held the international forum "Development of animal-raising industry
in Ukraine: the thorny way to environmental responsibility" aimed to develop specific
recommendations and provide the tools for implementation of real changes for the development of
environmentally responsible animal-raising industry in Ukraine. The road map developed as a result
of the conference gives the recommendations of changes that should be made.
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Protection of dolphins

In Truskavets in Lviv region dolphins are kept in water that is not suitable for them. EPL analyzed
conditions of dolphin capture in Truskavets dolphinarium, worked to enforce punishments imposed
by Lviv Environmental Inspectorate. Lawyers also analyzed legal norms of dolphin identification and
registration, rules for dolphin capture. Results of the analysis were communicated to the Ministry of
Environment and law-drafting initiatives to be reflected in amendments in legislation regarding
dolphins.

Protect ing animals from cruelty

EPL conducted versatile work in various directions of this topic. The organization established
cooperation with lawyers of Animal Justice Ukraine working on the draft law "On amendments to
some legislative acts (regarding the protection of animals from cruelty)”, and looking for solutions
to the problems in the field of animal protection.

Forest protection

EPL actively cooperated with General Prosecutoro
Ukraine. Significant success was achieved in this effort, as the GPO was persuaded by our
arguments to issue the i nstr uc officesemphasiting thatthdyor al

should intensify their enforcement work directed at protection of forests, as required by law.

Also, in cooperation with members of the Parliament of Ukraine, EPL managed to enforce national

law requiring transparency and openness of governemnt records relating to forest management.

Civil activists had often been denied access to
campaign, the State Agency of Forest Management issued an official letter stating that such

information must be made available to the public and should be disclosed to the public upon

request.

oDeMai dandé initiative in action

Together with the Uk r ai ni an Hel si nki Human Rights Group,
Ma i d-a radcombination large-scale research, expert and public discussion and advocacy
campaign. The philosophy and goal of the initiative is to mainstream public disappointment,
frustration, and protest activities into constructive discussion and motivate the Ukrainian public to
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actively engage in transforming Ukraine into a developed European country where public activism
to reform and advance democratic governance is the norm, rather than exspending time and energy
complaining about conditions without accomplishing goals.. AMBOi d an o me aactuallynai d
accomplishing important things for our country. The initiative is also seeks ways of reconciliation,
for finding compromise and solutions for the some of the most urgent problems in Ukrainian society.

The core of the ADMWMai dano i ni t i at panicipating @rominestt economigts,
environmentalists, lawyers, historians, linguists i experts who will propose their visions regarding

the democratic evolution of Ukrainian society based on clear economic principles and on-the-ground

reality. The overarching theme of the initiative can be summarized as fist op <c T prapose i z i r
solutionso.

The themdMaobfianboin 2016 was ALet us save green |
to preserve green zones in cities and towns.
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